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COMMUNITY‌ ‌USE‌ ‌OF‌ ‌SCHOOL‌ ‌FACILITIES‌ ‌ 

Statement‌ ‌of‌ ‌Policy‌ ‌ 
‌ 

It‌ ‌is‌ ‌the‌ ‌policy‌‌of‌‌the‌‌School‌‌Board‌‌to‌‌construct,‌‌maintain,‌‌and‌‌operate‌‌facilities‌‌necessary‌‌for‌‌                               
the‌ ‌instructional‌‌mission‌‌of‌‌Mt.‌‌Vernon‌‌Community‌‌School‌‌Corporation.‌‌When‌‌these‌‌facilities‌‌                       
can‌ ‌be‌ ‌made‌ ‌available‌ ‌for‌ ‌other‌ ‌community‌ ‌uses‌ ‌without‌ ‌compromising‌ ‌the‌ ‌instructional‌‌                       
mission‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Corporation,‌ ‌the‌ ‌Board‌ ‌will‌ ‌make‌ ‌Corporation‌ ‌facilities‌ ‌available.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

If‌ ‌a‌ ‌Corporation‌ ‌facility‌ ‌is‌ ‌used‌ ‌by‌ ‌a‌ ‌not-for-profit‌ ‌entity,‌ ‌the‌ ‌Board‌ ‌will‌ ‌charge‌ ‌a‌ ‌fee‌‌that‌‌is‌                                   
calculated‌‌to‌‌recover‌‌the‌‌added‌‌costs‌‌resulting‌‌from‌‌the‌‌use‌‌of‌‌the‌‌facility.‌‌If‌‌the‌‌facility‌‌is‌‌used‌‌                                   
by‌ ‌a‌ ‌for-profit‌ ‌entity‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌ ‌profit-generating‌‌activity,‌‌the‌‌Board‌‌will‌‌charge‌‌a‌‌fee‌‌for‌‌use‌‌of‌‌its‌‌                                   
facilities‌‌based‌‌upon‌‌the‌‌charges‌‌for‌‌the‌‌use‌‌of‌‌similar‌‌facilities‌‌for‌‌similar‌‌activities,‌‌provided‌‌                             
that‌‌the‌‌fee‌‌for‌‌use‌‌shall‌‌not‌‌be‌‌less‌‌than‌‌the‌‌added‌‌costs‌‌of‌‌the‌‌use‌‌to‌‌the‌‌Corporation.‌‌Should‌‌                                       
all‌ ‌or‌ ‌any‌ ‌part‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Corporation's‌ ‌community‌ ‌be‌ ‌struck‌ ‌by‌ ‌a‌ ‌disaster,‌ ‌the‌‌Board‌‌shall‌‌make‌‌                                 
Corporation‌‌grounds‌‌and/or‌‌facilities‌‌available,‌‌at‌‌no‌‌charge,‌‌for‌‌the‌‌housing,‌‌feeding,‌‌and‌‌care‌                           
of‌ ‌victims‌ ‌or‌ ‌potential‌ ‌victims‌ ‌when‌ ‌requested‌ ‌by‌ ‌local,‌ ‌State,‌ ‌or‌ ‌Federal‌ ‌authorities.‌ ‌The‌‌                           
Superintendent‌ ‌should‌ ‌meet‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌Hancock‌ ‌County‌ ‌Emergency‌ ‌Management‌ ‌Agency‌ ‌to‌‌                     
establish‌‌a‌‌disaster‌‌preparedness‌‌plan‌‌in‌‌order‌‌to‌‌ensure‌‌that‌‌proper‌‌procedures‌‌are‌‌established‌‌                           
to‌ ‌minimize‌ ‌confusion,‌ ‌inefficiency,‌ ‌and‌ ‌disruption‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌educational‌ ‌program.‌ ‌Decisions‌‌                     
concerning‌‌requests‌‌for‌‌the‌‌use‌‌of‌‌Corporation‌‌shall‌‌be‌‌the‌‌responsibility‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Business‌‌Office‌‌                             
acting‌ ‌under‌ ‌the‌ ‌supervision‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Superintendent.‌ ‌Enforcement‌ ‌of‌ ‌this‌ ‌Policy‌ ‌shall‌ ‌be‌ ‌the‌‌                           
responsibility‌‌of‌‌the‌‌administrator‌‌with‌‌responsibility‌‌for‌‌the‌‌activities‌‌in‌‌a‌‌specific‌‌Corporation‌‌                         
facility.‌‌As‌‌used‌‌in‌‌this‌‌Policy,‌‌“administrator”‌‌means‌‌a‌‌Corporation‌‌supervisory‌‌employee‌‌with‌‌                         
responsibility‌‌for‌‌the‌‌activities‌‌at‌‌a‌‌Corporation‌‌facility.‌‌The‌‌term‌‌includes‌‌the‌‌Superintendent,‌‌                         
Assistant‌ ‌Superintendent(s),‌ ‌directors,‌ ‌coordinators,‌ ‌building‌ ‌principals,‌ ‌assistant‌ ‌principals,‌‌               
and‌ ‌deans.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌use‌ ‌of‌ ‌Corporation‌ ‌grounds‌ ‌and‌ ‌facilities‌ ‌shall‌ ‌not‌ ‌be‌ ‌granted‌ ‌for:‌ ‌ 
a. Private‌ ‌social‌ ‌functions‌ ‌ 
b. Any‌ ‌purpose‌ ‌which‌ ‌is‌ ‌prohibited‌ ‌by‌ ‌law.‌ ‌ 
c. Any‌ ‌purpose‌ ‌that‌ ‌may‌ ‌be‌ ‌reasonably‌ ‌believed‌ ‌to‌ ‌interfere‌ ‌with‌ ‌school-related‌ ‌activities.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
All‌ ‌Corporation‌ ‌Standards‌ ‌Applicable‌ ‌ 

‌ 
All‌‌Corporation‌‌policies,‌‌rules,‌‌and‌‌regulations,‌‌including‌‌the‌‌Student‌‌Code‌‌of‌‌Conduct,‌‌apply‌‌to‌‌                           
anyone‌ ‌attending‌ ‌an‌ ‌event‌ ‌on‌ ‌Corporation‌ ‌property.‌ ‌Any‌ ‌individual‌ ‌violating‌ ‌Corporation‌‌                     
policies,‌‌rules,‌‌regulations,‌‌or‌‌Code‌‌of‌‌Conduct‌‌may‌‌be‌‌immediately‌‌excluded‌‌from‌‌Corporation‌‌                         
property‌‌and‌‌appropriate‌‌authorities‌‌may‌‌be‌‌alerted‌‌(including‌‌but‌‌not‌‌limited‌‌to‌‌law‌‌enforcement‌‌                           
and‌ ‌the‌ ‌administration‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌school‌ ‌district‌ ‌attended‌ ‌by‌ ‌a‌ ‌violating‌‌student).‌‌No‌‌liability‌‌shall‌‌                             
attach‌‌to‌‌this‌‌Corporation,‌‌any‌‌employee,‌‌officer,‌‌or‌‌member‌‌of‌‌this‌‌Corporation‌‌specifically‌‌as‌‌a‌‌                             
consequence‌ ‌of‌ ‌permitting‌ ‌access‌ ‌to‌ ‌these‌ ‌facilities.‌ ‌ 

‌ 



Playgrounds‌ ‌Considered‌ ‌A‌ ‌Community‌ ‌Physical‌ ‌Fitness‌ ‌Activity‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Using‌ ‌the‌ ‌playground‌ ‌can‌ ‌be‌ ‌a‌ ‌great‌ ‌physical‌ ‌fitness‌ ‌activity‌ ‌for‌ ‌children.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

The‌ ‌Corporation’s‌ ‌owned‌ ‌and‌ ‌operated‌ ‌playgrounds‌ ‌are‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌considered‌ ‌school‌ ‌property,‌‌                       
equipment,‌‌and‌‌facilities‌‌to‌‌which‌‌the‌‌general‌‌public‌‌is‌‌invited‌‌to‌‌use‌‌during‌‌non-school‌‌hours.‌‌                             
Thereby,‌‌pursuant‌‌to‌‌I.C.‌‌34-31-10,‌‌the‌‌Board‌‌approves‌‌general‌‌and‌‌normal‌‌playground‌‌activity‌‌                         
as‌‌a‌‌“community‌‌use‌‌physical‌‌fitness‌‌activity,”‌‌and‌‌by‌‌enacting‌‌this‌‌Policy,‌‌the‌‌Board‌‌intends‌‌to‌‌                               
take‌ ‌the‌ ‌liability‌ ‌protections‌ ‌offered‌ ‌in‌ ‌I.C.‌ ‌34-31-10.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌ ‌general‌ ‌public‌ ‌shall‌ ‌not‌ ‌be‌ ‌charged‌ ‌any‌ ‌fee‌ ‌for‌ ‌use‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Corporation’s‌ ‌owned‌ ‌and‌‌                               
operated‌ ‌playgrounds.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

On‌‌each‌‌playground‌‌covered‌‌by‌‌this‌‌Policy,‌‌the‌‌Superintendent‌‌shall‌‌see‌‌that‌‌a‌‌sign‌‌is‌‌posted‌‌in‌‌                                 
a‌ ‌conspicuous‌ ‌location‌ ‌stating‌ ‌the‌ ‌following,‌ ‌in‌ ‌letters‌ ‌at‌ ‌least‌ ‌one‌ ‌inch‌ ‌in‌ ‌height:‌ ‌ 
‌ 

WARNING‌ ‌ 
Under‌ ‌Indiana‌ ‌law,‌ ‌a‌ ‌school‌ ‌is‌ ‌not‌ ‌liable‌ ‌for‌ ‌an‌ ‌injury‌ ‌to,‌ ‌or‌ ‌the‌ ‌death‌ ‌of,‌ ‌a‌ ‌participant‌ ‌in‌‌ 
physical‌ ‌fitness‌ ‌activities‌ ‌at‌ ‌this‌ ‌location‌ ‌if‌ ‌the‌ ‌death‌ ‌or‌ ‌injury‌ ‌results‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌inherent‌‌ 

risks‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌physical‌ ‌fitness‌ ‌activity.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Inherent‌ ‌risks‌ ‌of‌ ‌physical‌ ‌fitness‌ ‌activities‌ ‌include‌ ‌risks‌ ‌of‌ ‌injury‌ ‌inherent‌ ‌in‌ ‌exercise,‌ ‌the‌‌ 
nature‌ ‌of‌ ‌a‌ ‌sport,‌ ‌the‌ ‌use‌ ‌of‌ ‌exercise‌ ‌equipment,‌ ‌or‌ ‌the‌ ‌use‌ ‌of‌ ‌a‌ ‌facility‌ ‌provided‌ ‌by‌ ‌a‌‌ 

school.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Inherent‌ ‌risks‌ ‌also‌ ‌include‌ ‌the‌ ‌potential‌ ‌that‌ ‌you‌ ‌may‌ ‌act‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌negligent‌ ‌manner‌ ‌that‌ ‌may‌‌ 
contribute‌ ‌to‌ ‌your‌ ‌injury‌ ‌or‌ ‌death,‌ ‌or‌ ‌that‌ ‌other‌ ‌participants‌ ‌may‌ ‌act‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌manner‌ ‌that‌‌ 

may‌ ‌result‌ ‌in‌ ‌injury‌ ‌or‌ ‌death‌ ‌to‌ ‌you.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

You‌ ‌are‌ ‌assuming‌ ‌the‌ ‌risk‌ ‌of‌ ‌participating‌ ‌in‌ ‌this‌ ‌physical‌ ‌fitness‌ ‌activity.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

‌ 
Administrative‌ ‌Guidelines‌ ‌and‌ ‌Procedures‌ ‌ 

‌ 
The‌‌Business‌‌Office‌‌may‌‌designate‌‌another‌‌administrator‌‌to‌‌perform‌‌the‌‌tasks‌‌assigned‌‌to‌‌that‌‌                           
position‌ ‌under‌ ‌this‌ ‌Policy.‌ ‌The‌ ‌Superintendent‌ ‌is‌ ‌authorized‌ ‌to‌ ‌adopt‌ ‌rules,‌ ‌forms‌ ‌and‌‌                         
procedures‌ ‌to‌ ‌implement‌ ‌this‌ ‌Policy,‌ ‌including‌ ‌permitted‌ ‌and‌ ‌prohibited‌ ‌use‌ ‌of‌ ‌facilities‌ ‌and‌‌                         
how‌ ‌to‌ ‌reserve‌ ‌facilities‌.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

Legal‌ ‌References:‌ ‌ 
I.C.‌ ‌20-26-5-1‌ ‌ 
I.C.‌ ‌20-26-5-4‌ ‌ 
I.C.‌ ‌20-26-8-1‌ ‌ 
I.C.‌ ‌34-31-10‌ ‌ 
511‌ ‌I.A.C.‌ ‌6-2-1(b)(5)‌ ‌ 
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